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Mission Statement

In partnership with our community, promote investment and increase value in Saint Paul’s housing and economic development initiatives.





Strategic Plan Accomplishments and 2003 Priorities
Major Accomplishments 2003 Priorities

PED is efficient at adapting and responding to the community’s changing housing
and economic development needs. PED’s successes are seen in: new and
rehabilitated housing units; new or retained jobs; business expansion, retention,
and attraction, reclaimed brownfields; additional taxes generated; comprehensive
planning for the future; and additional investment leveraged in our community. 

In 2002, PED developed a process for the comprehensive listing of all housing
activities, grouped by development, pre-development, and conceptual.  The listing
includes financing, time lines, partners, and responsible staff.  The same listing
has been completed for all neighborhood planning activities and all economic
development initiatives. The result allows PED to provide timely, complete, and
accurate information to policy makers and community partners and to better
coordinate PED human and financial resources.

Additionally, PED created a Financial Resource Team responsible for tracking
revenue streams and providing recommendations on financing alternatives for all
PED/Housing Redevelopment Authority (HRA) programs and projects.  This
focus and coordination of staff allows PED to work more effectively, react
quickly to outside initiatives, and provide the Director and elected officials with
accurate information.

For the past year, PED truly has done more with less.  Faced with more demands
for assistance in every arena, the department staffing level has remained constant. 
And, with possibly the most challenging budget times in the department’s 20+
year history, staff continually find innovative and creative ways to secure new
financing, best use existing resources, and complete the activities important to the
community’s well being and growth.

Each of the above examples has reduced costs to the city by reducing the time
needed to react and respond to outside requests, provide clear and accurate
financial information, and follow the priorities that are consistent with those of the
elected officials and community.

PED is making the adopted Housing Plan 5000 its top priority in 2003.  PED will
continue to improve its resource management strategies, secure additional housing
and economic development financing with community partners, and streamline
and simplify PED’s contracting procedures.

Housing
The priority for 2003 is first-year production of new housing units within the city
with at least 20% of the units affordable to households with incomes at or below
50% of the area median income.  The new production target is 1,332 housing
units.

Planning
Anticipated major accomplishments for the next year include:
C Completion of the Riverview Transit Corridor Station Area Plans
C Central Transit Corridor environmental impact statement and station area plans

for University\Snelling and University\Lexington
C Downtown Planning Strategy
C Hillcrest Smart Growth Opportunities Strategy
C Arcade Street Commercial and Residential Small Area Plan
C Irving Avenue Zoning Study
C St. Thomas Expansion environmental assessment worksheet
C Methadone Clinic Zoning Study
C Remapping of Floodway Zoning Districts
C Parkland Zoning District Study
C Adoption of the new Urban Village Zoning Study
C Reformatting the Zoning Code

Economic Development
C Significantly expand the leverage of public funds for small business

development
C Significantly increase the number of PED-facilitated small business loans
C Development focus on commercial corridors
C Overall improvements to the business climate in Saint Paul through new

public\private\nonprofit partnerships and reduction in red tape and bureaucracy





Budget Explanation

Major Changes in Spending and Financing

For 2003, the department’s staffing is down 6.3 full-time equivalent (FTE) positions
from the adopted 2002 budget due to 7.5 FTEs eliminated and 1.2 FTEs added. PED
has reduced 3.5 FTEs by eliminating the  Housing Information Center. An additional
3.0 FTE reduction is due to the transferring the Workforce Development Program to
Ramsey County, and eliminating 1 FTE at RiverPrint. 

One outcome of the March 16, 2002 Summit on Diversity was several
recommendations to improve the city’s efforts in helping minority-, female-, and
person with disability-owned businesses to establish themselves, do business with the
city and prosper.  To that end, the Mayor created a new position in PED to work on
those Summit recommendations. This position is funded by transferring a position
from the city’s Affirmative Action Office and incorporating affirmative action
functions into the Human Resources Office. PED also increase a .8FTE position to 1
FTE in PED Operations.

To meet Governmental Accounting Standards Board requirements, the HRA parking
ramp revenues are now recorded in a new HRA fund rather than the city’s Parking
and Transit Fund. This change ensures that parking ramp assets, debt service, and
revenues are recorded in the same fund. The remainder of the Parking and Transit
Fund (parking meter and fine revenues) has been transferred to Public Works, which
is responsible for collecting and accounting for meter revenues and maintaining the
meters. The Parking and Meter Fund’s $100,000 contribution to the Capital City
Partnership is now budgeted in PED’s general fund activity.

The Community Development Block Grant Fund increases $778,000 over 2002 due
to increased program income.

PED created the Mixed-Income Housing 5000 Fund to budget and account for city
and HRA funds (excluding tax incrementing financing) dedicated to the four-year,
Housing Plan 5000. This fund will be budgeted at $10 million a year in the capital
improvement budget.

Department Proposals

The department did not make any above-base requests for its general fund
appropriation.

Mayor’s Recommendations

The mayor recommends accepting the department’s submitted budget.

Council Actions

The city council adopted the PED budget with two changes. The council transferred
two contracts totaling $50,000 with two non-profit organizations ($20,000 in general
fund spending and $30,000 in CDBG funding) to the Citizen Opportunity
Participation Program budget as part of an effort to consolidate funding for various
non-profit organizations. The council approved a technical change requested by the
mayor to move 1 FTE from RiverPrint to Real Estate’s Design Group.



Miscellaneous

Major Accomplishments (Continued)

Housing
In 2001, Saint Paul’s housing programs enjoyed a very productive year.  City/HRA
direct expenditures for housing were nearly $14.5 million, up 23% from the previous
year.  The total development cost of all housing activities was nearly $143 million. 
City programs helped to build, rehabilitate, or finance 1,729 housing units. 
Significant progress was made in preserving and maintaining the city’s existing
housing stock; building new units to meet emerging market demand in Saint Paul;
and ensuring the availability of affordable housing.  In May 2002, the mayor and city
council approved the four-year Housing Plan 5000.

Planning
In citywide planning, the major accomplishments for the last year were:
C Final adoption of the Comprehensive Plan of 2001, which is the fourth

comprehensive plan in the city’s history
C Concluding negotiations on the expansion of the University of St. Thomas
C Successfully advocating that the Metro Council select the Riverview Corridor (E.

and W. Seventh St.) to construct a busway (but then the construction funding was
rescinded by the legislature)

C Completion of the River Corridor Plan and review by the Metro Council, the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and the National Park Service

C A new downtown plan prepared by a task force that met for almost a year
C Participation in the Central Corridor Light Rail Transit environmental impact

statement
C Analysis of the 2000 census
C Submittal of a new floodway/flood fringe study to the Federal Emergency

Management Agency to keep city property owners eligible for flood insurance.

In zoning, the major accomplishments were the development of an interim “urban
village” zoning district to facilitate redevelopment of the Upper Landing and the
West Side Flats.  This was followed by a more comprehensive proposal for urban
village zoning (mixed use, higher residential densities) that can be used in other parts
of the city and is undergoing public review.  PED and the Planning Commission
processed 73 zoning cases in 2001.

In neighborhood planning, the major accomplishments were adoption of the White
Bear Avenue Small Area Plan, the Trout Brook Greenway Plan and the Community
Vision for Lower Phalen Creek, the Phalen Corridor Redevelopment Strategy, and
the Franklin-Emerald Plan and Redevelopment Strategy.  In addition, planning grants
from the Metropolitan Council’s Livable Communities Program funded two Smart
Growth Opportunity Sites: Hillcrest Village and the area surrounding Harriet Island
and District Del Sol.




